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Political art: Soul Box Project aims to memorialize lives lost to gunfire

LIZZIE HYDI

Portland - based artist Leslie Lee
recognized the nation's problem of
overlooking individual events with
in our gunfire epidemic, On Oct, 1,
2017, in Las Vegas, 59 people were
killed and 44 wounded in a mass
shooting. Struck with a feeling of
decided
not to read yet another article abowt

overwhelmed grief, lLee
lives lost to the gun violence. Later
that day at the gym, the TV broad
casted the tragedy on full display

“I'was appalled, but not only at the
massacre,” said Lee. "l was appalled
at myself for dismissing this tragedy
for my own comfort. If this was be
coming the new normal what were
we, &8 a nation, going to do abow
i?” Gathering the artistic tools at her
dh'n--.ll. lee rr’-l.nrrtl her !‘m'lulgx of
helplessness with action and moba
lized. She began the Soul Box Project

The Soul Box Project’s mission is
that it “rasses awareness of the US.
gunfire epidemic by counting and
honoring victims, offening healing
p.unu'lp.lllul‘l 10 those u'rkuu: solace
and providing dramatic visual sup
port for all initiatives working for a
safer, more civil society.”

People are invited to create
small origami boxes, each repre
senting a victim of the gunfire ep
idemic, which will contribute to a
traveling art installation comprised
000 boxes

of 200

Ihe boxes pay homage to the
169,719 people shot since 2014. and
22,000 gun-assisted suicides, which
are all statistics courtesy of the Soul
Baox Project itself This project has
taken the national stage, and has al
ready collected 13,500  individual
boxes since June

A smaller installation has been
displayed st the Art Reach Gallery
in Portland. The display. comprised
of 735 boxes representing children
younger than 12 shot in 2017, created
the I}]n‘ of visceral cognisance Lee
wants the project to imvoke. On Feb.
15, the Soul Box installation will be
displayed in the lobby of the Oregon
State Capitol. Willamette

and community members are inwvit

students

ed to march in solidarity with victims
and spread word of the project

When Lee delivered her Comvo
Willamette, she
cmphasized that the project does not

cation address a

advocate explicitly for gun safety leg
islation. Rather, the project hopes to
raise awareness of the gun epidem

Aby Jaeger ('21) opens the
Convocation in Cone Chapel
(nght). A display of Sowl Boxes
showcased by Leshe Lee (top
left). Students have the
opportunty L0 creale thesr own
Boxes (bottom left)

ic-even among groups vehemently
Oppe wed to £un \.ofc-!) laws

Lee hopes that the traveling in
stallation could be displayed in
places like NRA conventions, en
couraging the group 10 Julupl sirin
gent safety guidelines

The Soul Box Project is akin to the
AIDs Memorial Quilt, a community
art project that, as Lee stated, "began
in 1985 and eventually filled the Na
tional Mall in Washington, DC with
37.440¢ individual panels in 1992.”

Lee’s “example of the AIDS quilt
was certainly a factor in bringing
attention to the crisis that was HIV
AIDS at that particular time in our
history™ says Chaplain Karen Wood,

‘but s0 was Larry Kramer and ACT
UP (The AIDS Coalition to Unleash
Power), a group that engaged in

non-violent direct action, demand
ing the attention of the political and
medical establishments.”

Willa

this

Some members of the

metie  community  question
non-political approach. Convoca

tion student Aby Jaeger told The Col

legian, "While | disagree with Les

lie’s statement with how the project
10t |m|1!l('.1| N my opinion gun
reform is political by nature — L also
think the project is a way to engage
people who are gun enthusiasts
with the issue and the cost of having

such open access to guns.”

Wood believes the project has
potential to raise awareness to the
issue. "I think about the demonstra
tion and walk-out that occurred here
last vear in the wake of the Parkland
school shootings, and this makes
me confident that the issue is on
the radar here, That said, all sorts of
efforts

are useful as we try to move our

artistic, as well as political

communities into productive con
versations about gun violence.
Willamette student Emma Bur
gess sees the non-political strategy
as wise and necessary for opening up
the conversation to gun enthusiasts
"1 think it's smart. We don't have to
convince the people who are already

anti-gun, we have to communicate
why gun control is important to
people who consider guns a form of
safety and citizenship. We are not
her target audience, we are who she
18 looking to for support.”

Anvone can make their own Soul
Box and mail it o PO, Bax 19900
Portland, OR g7280, Make boxes us
ing medium weight paper in 8 %
squares. Fora tutorial on making your
own Soul Box, or for more informa
tion, visit Soul BoxProject.org. Follow
them on Facebook, Twitter and Insta
gram & qullu-\lnn)vrl

eghyde@wllamette. edu



